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abrogated the Edict of Nantes which had been made in
favor of them, and without any cause; on a sudden
demolishing all their churches, banishing, imprisoning,
and sending to the galleys all the ministers; plundering
the common people, and exposing them to all sorts of
barbarous usage by soldiers sent to ruin and prey on
them; taking away their children; forcing people to the
Mass, and then executing them as relapsers; they burnt
their libraries, pillaged their goods, ate up their fields
and substance, banished or sent the people to the galleys,
and seized on their estates. There had now been num-
bered to pass through Geneva only (and that by stealth,
for all the usual passages were strictly guarded by sea
and land) 40,000 toward Switzerland. In Holland, Den-
mark, and all about Germany, were dispersed some hun-
dred thousands; besides those in England, where, though
multitudes of all degree sought for shelter and welcome
as distressed Christians and confessors, they found least
encouragement, by a fatality of the times we were fallen
into, and the uncharitable indifference of such as should
have embraced them; and I prey it be not laid to our
charge. The famous Claude fled to Holland; Allix and
several more came to London, and persons of great
estates came over, who had forsaken all. France was
almost dispeopled, the bankers so broken, that the tyrant's
revenue was exceedingly diminished, manufactures
ceased, and everybody there, save the Jesuits, abhorred
what was done, nor did the Papists themselves approve
it. What the further intention is, time will show; but
doubtless portending some revolution.

I was shown" the harangue which the Bishop of Va-
lentia on Rhone made in the name of the Clergy, cele-
brating the French King, as if he was a God, for
persecuting the poor Protestants, with this expression in
it, <( That as his victory over heresy was greater than all
the conquests of Alexander and Caesar, it was but what
was wished in England; and that God seemed to raise
the French King to this power and magnanimous action,
that he might be in capacity to assist in doing the same
here.'V This paragraph is very bold and remarkable;
several reflecting on Archbishop Usher's prophecy as now
begun in France, and approaching the orthodox in all
other reformed churches. One thing was much takenit is certainly, ofes,hat they pretended to do.                                                    J* ^ that he could do none of Worcester he would have no further com-
